
Robert Hall Harris was born on June 25,1923, the second child to Herbert and Charlotte
Harris, in Cambridge, Mass. He had an older sister, Dorothy, born in 1919 and a younger
sister, Joyce, born in 1933. From all I have been told, he had a comfortable and happy
childhood.

My memories of Bob are fewbecause of the age difference. I don't think we were
members of any church and during Bob's early teen-age years, he wanted to join the
Episcopal church. I should back up a bit. My family moved from Cambridge to Medford
Mass when I was born. The whole family was baptized at Grace Episcopal Church in
Medford, Mass. The church had great teen-age goups and Bob joined The Knights of
King Arthur. He enjoyed the group and the church from then on to his death.

At Medford High School, Bob learned to play the drums and was part of the band during
concerts and parades, He use to practice in his bedroom and no one ever complained.
Bob graduated from Medford High School in June, 1941. He went to work in Boston at
Prays furniture store as a salesman until he enlisted in the service (Army Air Force). I'm
not sure of the date he enlisted. His first letter to my folks was dated December 6,1942
and was from Ft. Devens Mass. After reading the letter, I think he joined the air force as
of Dec. 4,1942.

From Ft. Devens, he went to Miami Beach, Florida for basic training on December 16,
1942. The men were put into hotels - 4 guys to a room - with all the ammenities. Bob
flrnished basic training the latter part of January, 1943 and about the first of February,
1943 was shipped to Scott Field, Illinois. As I recall, this place was for training as a
radio operator.

The last part of July , 1943, Bob left Scott Field and was assigned to the 29e Heavy
Bombardment Group, Tucson, Arizona. We all know about Davis Monthem and the
training there with the B-24's and onto Westover Air Force base and then to Italy, etc.

Bob only had one 2-week leave and that was upon arriving at Westover Field. I barely
remember that; I was so young. A few things I do remember - Bob started a band while
at Scott Field. As I mentioned before, he played the drums and he got together some
guys who played other instruments and a band was formed. So, I'm sure there was a lot
of entertainment whenever possible.

Bob was a very popular guy. He had a great personality and was very popular with both
girls and guys.
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Certificates, Medals, etc.

Army Air Force Technical School Diploma - June 27, 1943 - Scott Field, Illinois

59fr Bombardment Group Gunnery Sohool Diploma - August 21,1943
Davis Montham, Tuscon, Aizona

Citation of Honor - August l,1945

American Legion Gold Star Citation - June 14,1946

The Purple Heart - August 16,1945

Medals Received

Radio Operator - Radio Mechanic

Machine Gun - Rifle - pistol - Aerial Gunner

Victory World War 11

Campaign and Service - American Campaign Complete

European, African Middle, Eastern Campaign

Purple Heart
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